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Abstract

Medical institutions have recently tended to reduce average days of hospitalization and compress time
spent in each defined stage of illness, from the acute through convalescence and maintenance phases.
This trend toward stage compression requires awareness of when specialists in each specialist area and
function are required. Without theoretical models to serve as guidelines on the treatment frontline, medical
treatment team specialists will lack a theoretical basis for their patient approach. Theoretical models make
well-analyzed existing systems easy to understand. However, some theoretical models are becoming out of
step with thinking processes on the current treatment frontline. Therefore, going forward we must correct
the models to conform with thinking processes appropriate to the current treatment frontline. As part of
this process, medical social workers (MSW) are expected to act as coordinators to ensure that medical

treatment teams include the appropriate specialists at the appropriate points in time.
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