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Goals and direction of social work strategies in child and family social work:
Focusing on child abuse policies in the United States
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Abstract: In this paper, I will summarize the goals and the direction of social work strategies in child and
family social work, focusing on child abuse policies in the United States. The United States has a troubled
history of fighting against very serious child abuse. After an overview of child abuse policies, I will show
that (1) child safety, (2) permanency, and (3) child and family well-being are goals of child and family social
work in the United States. Next, I will discuss the importance that the United States has placed on (1) the hi-
erarchy of support services, (2) evidence-based practices, and (3) linking with diverse community resources
as the direction of its social work strategy in order to achieve these goals. Finally, there is confirmation that
the United States has established a philosophy of “connecting dots” for the direction of child and family so-

cial work strategy, and has created the Children’s Cabinet.
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