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Walt Whitman’s ‘Personalism’ in His First Career

Akira Yamauchi

BE:7AY S 19K ERETLZFHFAT LIV L - KA v b< ¥ (Walt Whitman) A3AEE % 220 TH)
DB TAKERE] ONEL L PIZEORBEBEER 72, ATk, 52 TAKEZR] ol
DEZHIHELTELTTEwRM L7z 7A) IR LSRN T 210H75 T, TORFEETH
BT AVAERICED L) EEEROIZODNEEET S,

Abstract: This thesis deals with Walt Whitman’s concept, ‘Personalim.’ It especially pursues its origin, de-

velopment, and thoughts in the first career of Whitman. This thesis focuses on what kind of national quality

is required by the poet to create a new concept suited for the new American democracy.
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The story I am going to tell you, reader, will be some-
what aside from the ordinary track of the novelist. [--+] Yet
its moral [---] will be taught by its own incidents, and the

current of the narrative. (UPP 1 103-4)
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To those who are just entering upon manhood, the paths
of science present pleasures of the most alluring kind. If the
young men of Brooklyn, instead of spending so many hours,
idling in bar-rooms, and places of vapid, irrational un-

amusement, were to occupy their time in improving them-
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selves in knowledge, happy would it be for them, and the
city too! (The Journalism 1 151)
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A prudent, sober, and temperate course of life cannot be
too strongly taught to old and young; to the young, because
the future years are before them-to the old, because it is

their business to prepare for death. [UPP 1 128]
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Custom may, and does, enable some people to become so
habituated to these things, that they produce no very evident
evil. But it is still not less the cause that they do produce
evil. They weaken the strength of the nervous system; they
alternately excite & depress the powers of the rain; and they
act with constant and insidious attacks upon the health.

(Journalism 1 19. Emphasis Whitman’s)
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Laws for creations,

For strong artists and leaders, for fresh broods of teachers
and perfect literats for America,

For noble savans and coming musicians. (Variorum 11
310)
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It aims to project into literature a conception of the new
democratic man, —a type larger, more copious, more can-
did, more religious, than we have been used to. It finds its
ideals, not among scholars or in the parlor or counting-
houses, but among workers, doers, farmers, mechanics, the

heroes of land and sea. [Burroughs 75]
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the people of this state instead of being ruled by the old
complex laws, and the involved machinery of all govern-
ments hitherto, shall be ruled mainly by individual character
and conviction.— The recognised character of the citizen
shall be so pervaded by the bet qualities of law and power

that law and power shall be superseded from this govern-
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ment and transferred to the citizen. [NUPM 1 81]
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One point, however, must not be forgotten-ought to be
put before the eyes of the people every day; and that is, that
although government can do little positive good to the peo-
ple, it may do an immense deal of harm. And here is where
the beauty of the democratic principle comes in. Democracy
would prevent all this harm. [Journalism 1 301. Emphasis
Whitman’s]
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Above all, antebellum reform reflected the beliefs that,
since man was innately divine and perfectible (a view that
had been generally accepted since the Enlightenment), it
was inconceivable that he or she should be constrained by
slavery of any kind, be it to another human being, to liquor,
to Mammon’s currency, to sex, or to the innumerable vices
that plagued mankind. [Frick 49]

CCTHRMEIN TS & 912, AHIEAR [HEE T,
SEEEIC 2 ) ) BAEFE] TH LML, o ARPiIxt LT
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Open Road” (LD ¥ 1 )L ix “Poem of the Road”)
X RO L) LFE TP OEF 5,

Afoot and light-hearted I take to the open road,
Healthy, free, the world before me, [L of G 225]

COFICALND LI, [HEL (‘Healthy’) ] &
[HHZ (free’) | IZEHENTWE, ThbE, BUF
WCHE SN2 THHZD BAL W) b0k, 26F
M7 | FETRITNELR LD THSE, ok,
COFEHOXT GNP DLI LN, o [HE] X
FH0b0L LTENIRNNSGZ6NHDTHD
IS, ZOMEMRIED FIZOWTIE—ED LMD
FTOHNTVWEEBREL TILbRWEAIH,

Allons! whoever you are come travel with me! [L of G
232]

EFRA Y bR VIZHSE TIRTLDIEFETOHED R
ERNLDH S RO L) REELFREIIR-> TWb,

Allons! yet take warning!

He traveling with me needs the best blood, thews, endur-
ance,

None may come to the trial till he or she bring courage and
health, [L of G 233]
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It is a faculty given to every human soul, though in most
it is dormant and used not. It prompts us to be affectionate
and gentle to all men. It leads us to scorn the cold and
heartless limits of custom, but moves our souls to swell up
with pure and glowing love for persons or for communities.
[ournalism 1 29]

ANEET LI [TXCOZ] 12526THY, &
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And that there is no God any more divine than Yourself?

And that that is what the oldest and newest myths finally
mean?
And that you or any one must approach creations through
such laws?

[L of G 311]
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the people of this state instead of being ruled by the old
complex laws, and the involved machinery of all govern-
ments hitherto, shall be ruled mainly by individual character
and conviction. [NUPM 1 81]
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we want a national literature commensurate with your
mountains and rivers, —commensurate with Niagara, and
the Alleghanies, and the Great Lakes! [Allen 5]

TAYAIFT -0 v IR VAR S D . FIUC
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At last we have found, and heard, and seen something
original and beautiful in the way of American musical exe-

cution. [Journalism 1 202]
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What a spectacle will that be of future New World phi-
losophs & poets-successive dynasties of them-depicting such
life & such Death-making of average Man a God-
embodying in superior poems the whole genius of Democ-
racy, —arrived at last... [NUPM IV 1567]
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b, F—m MR, TAYAMEOEZEZE) A
NOENRIELEL LD TH b, [#H L7200 B
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KDL HIZHBRT VWD,

Take no illustrations whatever from the ancients or clas-
sics, nor from the mythology, nor Egypt, Greece, or Rome-
nor from the royal and aristocratic institutions and forms of
Europe.—Make no mention or allusion to them whatever,
except as they relate to the New, present things-to our

country-to American character or interests. [NUPM 1 101]
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)Fx— K+ F x4 A (Richard Chase) &, A%
HBEETHERA Y Py DEZFIZONWT, ROIHI
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He had always believed that social reform was a matter of
individual regeneration, was not a political but a moral and

spiritual problem. [Chase 153]
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LTI S v E ) E R ZEBHICHVTY
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M —a v /XTRA IR S NTZERIZE > TldhE
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_6_

BAPUAEHE AL R AL RS 26 5 (2022)
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[HH] &) BRIEFEOHR THED S FMH S ufic
A0, FNERBFICHOEITH S [HIL (‘inde-
pendence’) | %° [H4IZHEA Z & (‘rely on himself) | &
WO BENLELND L) IR b, THH] 27F &
LC (B0 EM] 2£7o1cx LT, THV] X
A A TEKF 2 5 @ B 37 (‘independence of govern-
ment’) ] DFRT I, FREME, HHWIE, ThllE
2y FEIZ b Esbhewvy [EADO AR E LTHOHIT
LFET, EE, Ry bvroEXYIZIZIO [HIZ]
L) RBIAMHEFT THHA SN T b, 728 213, 1846
FEOFMLFICIE, BHEICOWTHEEAERHRE L
3. O ERFEFRESNTW S,

We consider it a great thing in education that the learner
be taught to rely upon himself. The best teachers do not pro-
fess to form the mind, but to direct it in such a manner-and
put such tools in its power-that it builds up itself. (Journal-

ism 1 131. Emphasis Whitman’s)

BHE B CREEREE X A2 EHET 5] &
AWHADLIE RO VS, F 72, 1855 AR D
[Eo3E] k2 o7z [FL (‘Preface’) | 121k, TiE
D& LD 5,

Liberty relies upon itself, invites no one, promises noth-
ing, sits in calmness and light, is positive and composed,

and knows no discouragement. (/' LG 16)

HEEE, [FhEFIK] L-boThh, Zh
Do b EE LR EFRERENTWDS,
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ZH L7z THIM] 3d5AABDSDHEEDERS
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NEFRC, MADANE & LToEE TR FEERRICHE
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There are two of the soul, and both are illimitable, and
they are its north latitude and its south latitude.—One of
these is Love. The other is Dilation or Pride. (NUPM 1
131)
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The greatest poet does not moralize or make applications
of morals...he knows the soul. The soul has that measure-
less pride which consists in never acknowledging any les-
sons but its own. But it has sympathy as measureless as its
pride and the one balances the other and neither can stretch
too far while it stretches in company with the other. [/% LG
12]
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