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Edgar Allan Poe’s “The Raven” . “Disintegrative Vibrations” of Reason

Shitsuu Iwase
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Abstract : Poe’s “The Raven” is considered to be a grotesque poem where “I” the protago-
nist of the poem loses the order of his own Reason through the visit and invasion of the
bird into his room in the midnight in a tempest. However, in a deeper level of meaning of
the poem, this episode can be interpreted as a symbolic act in the process of cultural crea-
tion. The raven represents darkness, fear, sorrow, and death, that is Unreason, while the
“I” is a believer of Reason because he has a bust of Greek Goddess Pallas-Athena as an ob-
ject of adoration in his room. The bird perches on the bust, and the orderly world of his
Reason is gradually destroyed. This disintegrative process of his Reason is Poe’s example in
which Poe, even with a hope to create something new and different from European exam-
ples, destroys the “old white psyche” or white consciousness. This is Poe’s version of the
use of American imagination.
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