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Identification of Walt Whitman : “I” and its Objects

Akira Yamauchi

Abstract : One of Walt Whitman’s key themes is his persona “I” and its functions in the

poetry. His “I” easily identifies everything the “I” watch, absorbing the object’s features and

history. This peculiar identification has been drawing much attention from various perspec-
tives : psychology, poetics, religious viewpoints and so on. This thesis points out that his
identification is deeply related to what Whitman has experienced in his reading and urban
experience. Compared with similar experiences by Balzac or Baudelaire, the fact that Whit-
man’s is also deeply influenced in urban environment will be revealed.
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Do I contradict myself?
Very Well then I contradict myself,

(I am large, I contain multitudes.)?
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There was a child went forth every day,

And the first object he look’d upon, that ob-
ject he became,

And the object became part of him for the
day or a certain part of the day,

Or for many years or stretching cycles of

years.)
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How the lank loose-grown’d women look’d
when boated from the side of their pre-
pared graves,

How the silent old-faced infants and the lifted
sick, and the sharp-lipp’d unshaved
men :

All this I swallow, it tastes good, I like it
well, it becomes mine,

I am the man, I suffer’d, I was there.
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Mine is no callous shell,
1 have instant conductors all over me whether
I pass or stop,

They seize every object and lead it harmlessly
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through me.”
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O for the girl, my mate! O for happiness with
my mate!

O the young man as I pass! O I am sick after
the friendship of him who,

I fear, is indifferent to me.%
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What gods can exceed these that clasp me by
the hand, and with voices I love call me
promptly and loudly by my nighest name
as | approach?

What is more subtle than this which ties me
to the woman or man that looks in my
face?

Which fuses me into you now, and pours my

meaning into you?!V

Mzw < BIERDOHNWIZIZIZ, b TH
Wi (¥ e bERAY P iTvH, @D
THVDOREVIBIER L, TONETHLHEF

— 135 —



LLEDHWIZITIE, DR, WD {EWATZw
DRV DVBFEETLEVIDE, HCEIEHD
DHWIEIRRD B IETORITEIE, #I2L o
THEGENDDIFEN, Z208E [RED %72
DHRNEFE S, ROBRE S T-Oh~NE
EEAL] ZEZEFANTVI . RHLRICH
—AbERTIET, ERWIBEESINLLED
LHHCODWEDPHE-TLE ),

T, KHEBTH Z 01D TIRER L 7258 ARRER
72 HICBOEERS L, A v Pv R —
FL—=VDAE 5, N)VHF v 27 (Honoré de
Balzac) 1T & A LW L) LREBRIZCERL T
W5, JHfE ‘Facino Cane’ DFFT, /NLH vy 7
RO LD IZZDREEZEE L T2,

bz LIZZFDOANLBLOREHVTWE I L
12, 2RO DOEFIZAN ZAT, #hrH
BDOLDIZTHZENTELDTT, bz
LIZHRIZPN S DIZADKREE TV S
ORBELE L7z, BlZids»nsoflodwn
MR I W THENTWEDT L, b
ORLEDPEREVSTLDH, §Th
72LDLDHIZA>TEF L. HDHWIE
DIzLDOLDDPNEDLDOHFIZA->TWVo
72DTF 12

[b7-Ll E [Pho] Z20bDTHH 5,
HRDBEFECHREVBEZEONTLITBEAL. &
BWid, s, BIEEOLIHRONEICEA
T2, COBREDOHY LH1E, KAy b od
[(ROBEWE SO IEZTAL] Ewvwoiz
DL LI PTVE, F—FL—iZBnT
by N HF Y 7 12BWTh, KM v bvvIgh
WTh, BIEHIIHRZObDIZFE—LL, &K
REZONDIETOEED L2 EHITFD B
ZTLE)o NUVY Y 7 OSELM ) THERIC
Wz, [BRICk > ThhLizZogE i
ST NWDONEZEEL VI ZEZ R
FLAl w2 EEArH, biFR, 22T
BEE /R V) KFEEERTH ) Bl

P FEAL R A R AL TS 9 5 (2005)

HIITbEXRNRTHY) ., KOER) Mz 5
NEBTHAHELDTH b,

PEH5, 29 LXK oiiid, 7L TARY
WCEHTEZDREAI) e BROZ L DD,
WL S FFADPBIEMICTHEDOED NI D
Eo/zt LTh, HEIZZOANWIIREbIFT
3HbFEV, EARIZE) LIENIDPSHL LT
VRS TATE, FEBRITMAICL LT LR L,
Al L EBWHNICIEIATRRETH A9, LTh
X, CoORXRGoBBIZ, HEICTIEIZRL, 5
HOBED LTI RbRTwEIETHY), K
— FL = VOROEELE 2L W] o3&
HTWIED Y, HAHWIE, NVF Y 21 [HE
Db, [BOTVBEANMARLE] 2L
FHLTWD, 3HILLFHLLVwZIE 20
[Tl T25] &g, TEBEZEEN. ke
DIERIZ L > TCHEUHN D DL B L, %
LTEDFFIZZD L) gL s Z LA
ZLORESL LICk 2720 TY | &hEhNH
LD TH5,

o [ 1% W) Lid. acbAto
i IC % LI EMERDY) 2L THY, B
LBHEOMD, ENPHFIEN W E — I
BLTVWLIHEL LHENICKBRTLZETH
Bo KAV RV LI [z LOEK
EHHEIGEEAL] 2k, $hbb, @gg
PHFIT L CEBM R BRSO T2 T 574 L
Vo THWVWWESLSH, Thid, Ebd TEEIW
BITBTH Y, Ny 29 L5112 [Rig
ZEEN] RUNETERVITETH L, BHE,
2F 0, HEWICEkE I NI RFE» SN,
Fo AN LRERD T2 TRhbNTLE
Io b, FNIZAC LI AT SV,
WA L) REETIER . HEPBTICED
LiF-dEEC EEbN s b0 Haw, BIFE
I W 7= D72,

FOBWHETNE, MEREE L Vw723
FEECHET HHEMHEEE V) LD b, AR
il L e 2 IS ORMEZ L v o T
BVWIEAHH, s, FEAORE LI, fE

— 136 —



N %k v b~ roR—kic

DOREBEIAWETHEVS LY, ACHH
GxRAHI LT, ZHETZMEBEONTICHSTI
XAFN, BT ALV &IPSR
Vo b o EERICV AR, BOIME E 2
D> TWDLZITTHY, ZOHEKTIE

Wy 7 b)) X1 [HER] ICBE Ry, &
4y b=ro [Fa] ZZOERICIEAGFELETD

HHDI,
LrL, &9 LMk A2 &
CENITZEDERDH L EN)DIESL ), DY

HY T80 DN S EIRAICZ T L - 72
P OBFINEY BT 2 MHFO NAEDOANFRIZEH
Lz bwno T, ZNDMTICHR D E V) DT
590 WEMIC TR 1FZ o TR \REHh
$ho LL. ENEMELHD KT HIZ
FORLIICEADE, T/, ZOBSTICHET
BEFEIE LD D, [REAFOHK] O T,
RA v b 3 FERICE) LAERERZFHIEN
TWwh,

Enough! enough! enough!

Somehow I have been stunn’d. Stand back!

Give me a little time beyond my cuff’d head,
slumbers, dreams, gaping,

I discover myself on the verge of a usual mis-
take.13)
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Saw many I loved in the street or ferry-boat
or public assembly, yet never told them

a word,!%)
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Passing stranger! you don not know how
longingly I look upon you,

You must be he I was seeking, or she I was
seeking, (it comes to me as of a

dream) .'®)
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As seen in the windows of the shops as I turn
from the crowded street and peer through
the plate glass at the pictures or rich
goods

In Broadway, the reflections, moving, glisten-
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ing, silen,

Turn from the heavy bass, the great hum and
harshness.

The faces and figures, old and young all so
various, all so phantasmic-The omnibus

passing and then another . . .!7
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The thick crowds, well-dressed—the continual
crowds as if they would never end

The curious appearance of the faces—the
glimpse just caught of the eyes and ex-
pressions, as they flit along, (You phan-
toms! oft I pause, yearning, to arrest
some one of you!

Oft I doubt your reality—whether you are real

—I suspect all is but a pageant.)!8)
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The soul or spirit transmits itself into all mat-
ter—into rocks, and can live the life of a
rock—into the sea, and can feel itself the
sea—into the oak, or other tree—into an
animal, and feel itself a horse, a fish, or
bird—into the earth—into the motions of
the suns and stars—

A man is only interested in anything when he

identifies himself with it . . .19
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Space and Time! now I see it is true, what I
guess’d at,

What I guess’d when I loaf’d on the grass,

What I guess’d while I lay alone in my bed,
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And again as I walk’d the beach under the

paling stars of the morning.

My ties and ballasts leave me, my elbows rest
in sea-gaps,
I skirt sierras, my palms cover continents,

I am afoot with my vision.2?)
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Pensive and faltering,

The words the Dead T write,

For living are the Dead,

(Haply the only living, only real,
And 1 apparition, I the spectre.)?2!)
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