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Abstract

Today's Japan is facing the reality that the nursing needs of children and persons with disabilities, children
and persons with mental disabilities, and persons with psychiatric disorders are increasing every year.

In the context of this social situation, construction of a harmonious society of coexistence which
eliminates “physical barriers,” “institutional barriers,” “cultural and informational barriers,” and “mental
barriers” is deemed essential. As a key role-playing factor in the promotion of a barrier-free society, the
spread of public education regarding “Disability Access Symbols,” as established by the government
and relevant organizations, has come to the forefront. However, until now, there has been almost no
investigation or research performed in regard to these symbols.

In this research, in order to clarify the state of spread of public education regarding Disability Access
Symbols, an investigation of the awareness of “Disability Access Symbols” was conducted across 131
college students studying towards social welfare professions. Furthermore, this paper presents discussion

of the use of Disability Access Symbols and the spread of public education regarding them.
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