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The Concept of “Sympathy” in Walt Whitman
Akira Yamauchi
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Abstract : The concept of “sympathy” is essential to Walt Whitman’s poems. This concept was prevalent
and much discussed by American thinkers in the 19th century. Whitman, a poet of that century, was also
deeply influenced by this concept. The idea derives from the Scottish Enlightenment, especially from the ex-

emplary thinker Adam Smith, who studied morals and economics. This thesis compares Adam Smith’s con-

cept of “sympathy” with Whitman’s, and probes into the poet’s ideas.
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