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Trends in the consciousness of leadership valued
by elementary and junior high school principals :
A consideration of research into the leadership required today

Nishikawa Kiyoshi
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Abstract : As society becomes more complex and diversified, and we are inundated by various educational
reforms one after another, the leadership of the principal in school management is becoming more and more
important. It may be said that the principal ought to have more advanced and wide-ranging expertise, and
possess even more school management ability in order to control the organization of the entire school. In this
sense, what kind of awareness does the principal have regarding their own leadership in promoting daily
school management? For this research, based on previous studies, we created a scale for principals’ aware-
ness of leadership, and conducted a survey of principals of elementary and junior high schools nationwide.
This study, based on the results of our survey, clarifies what kind of consciousness of their own leadership
the principals of elementary and junior high schools in Japan base their promotion of school management

upon, and considers the issues concerning the future development of principals.
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