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Silence in ‘Women and Fiction’
Virginia Woolf and Katherine Mansfield——

Miki Masaki

Abstract : In “Woman and Fiction,” her most famous essay on feminism and the modern
novel, Virfinia Woolf, curiously, discusses novels of her contemporary women writers with-
out referring to any novelists’ names and works. Through Woolf’s mysterious silence in the
essay, we can see her solitude and confidence as a pioneer who had no follower of the same
sex. However, the name of Katherine Mansfield, Woolf’s only rival, should have been in-
cluded because her vision of new fiction shows a remarkable affinity to that of Woolf in
‘Woman and Fiction.” Although Woolf never declared why she recognized Mansfield as a
rival, a comparison of their writings will reveal that they shared many progressive ideas of
the future of the novel. Like Woolf, Mansfield insisted on the need to cultivate new prose
and bring poetic methods and objects into the novel. Woolf did not struggle alone as a
woman writer and an innovator and she might have been well aware that Mansfield was her
only female contemporary sympathizer and competitor. Woolf’s silence in “‘Woman and Fic-

tion’also indicates her ambivalent relationship with the other woman writer, Mansfield.
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