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The Development and Examination of Moral Education Material

Using the Subject Matter of “Prenatal Diagnosis”
Toshiaki Itoh and Yuriko Ishimura
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Abstract : The purpose of our research was to develop moral education material using the subject matter of
“prenatal diagnosis” to learn ‘respect for life”, and conduct trial lessons with university students to examine
whether the material was appropriate for junior and senior high school students. In this article, to begin with,
we explain the purpose of the research. Second, we explain the reasons why we chose this material and the
relationship between the material and the content of the course of study for the junior high school curricu-
lum. We explain how textbooks deal with the topic of prenatal diagnosis. Third, we state the methods of this
research. We then outline the subjects of our research, the procedures involved, and ethical considerations.
We go on to explain the reasoning behind our selection of comprehension material, and how we went about
distributing the material to certain year groups. We then summarize the comprehension material, and point
out issues with the lesson plans. Fourth, we summarize the results of a questionnaire on the appropriateness
of the material for moral education. Next we measure the achievement of learning outcomes. We then exam-
ine the appropriateness of the material for moral education, and explain the neutrality of the material and its
suitability for each year group. We also summarize suggestions and opinions relating to moral education.
Fifth, we make observations regarding results of the research, and outline the success of problem-based
learning. We then evaluate the appropriateness of the material in line with the three pillars necessary to de-
velop certain characteristics and abilities. We also examine the neutrality of the material and its suitability for
each year group and potential issues going forward. Sixth, we state the conclusions drawn from the results of

the questionnaire.
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