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The current state of the marginal village issue and subjects based on social work
Through a review of previous research

Yumiko Misaki, Michio Yasui and Mayuko Koezumi
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Abstract : This paper reviewed studies on marginal villages and found that except for the social welfare sci-
ence studies, most other study areas had examined the challenges in marginal villages through analyses of
the difficult living conditions, extinction factors, survival requirements, and job creation efforts. However, the
social welfare science identified marginal village problems using living condition surveys and then classified
the challenges into survival and regeneration based on the strengths to suggest possible regional and commu-
nity welfare policies.

However, most of these approaches examined the marginal villages based on an “ideal figure of villages
and their residents” and then suggested how this ideal could be achieved. Therefore, this literature review
highlighted the need for studies that identify the community assistance needed in marginal villages based on
community-based resident surveys and life story studies rather than on ideas based on ideal frameworks and

values.
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