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Training Courses for Medical Social Workers and the Prospective Direction

of Training Courses for Medical-Cooperation Teams

Kazuhiro Kagii
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Abstract : In recent years, the various professional categories in medical-cooperation teams
in current Japanese medical practice have enabled high-quality patient support through the
smooth performance of advanced specialty jobs, despite the increasing progress of trends to-
wards shorter average hospital stays in the nation’s medical institutions. At the same time,
the issues that patients and families face are becoming increasingly complicated, difficult,
and diverse, and the support provided by a single professional is proving to be insufficient.
To that end, priority should be given to the topic of constructing a cooperative system com-
posed of multiple professions. However, medical social workers (MSW) in medical-
cooperation teams are frequently gaining employment in the current medical field without
having undergone any on-the-job training at a medical institution. In the future, it is vital
that MSWs continue to accumulate medical knowledge while maintaining their position as
social welfare workers so that they can be of immediate value as team members in medical-
cooperation teams.

Key words : [E# 8T — 2 medical-cooperation team Z2 "]} specialist % ¥%f# multiple profes-
sions [EEV — ¥ )7 —H — medical social worker %% on-the-job training
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