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Study on the Aims of Social Work for the Elderly
An Investigation Applying a Social Gerontology Knowledge Standpoint
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Abstract : In recent years, it is often that the operation of social work services is under-
stood fragmentarily while social work services are put through the eddies of market compe-
tition. Because of discrepancies between such theoretical approaches and the actual opera-
tion of social work services, the purposes behind the operation of social work services have
been interpreted variously. It is necessary to establish with clarity the aims of the operation
of social work services in order to bridge such differences. Therefore, the purpose of this
study is to define the aims of the operation of social work services for the elderly. In this
study, the aims of the operation of social work services were elucidated by codifying the
goal concepts of QOL and self-realization of these services. Moreover, this study applied a
social gerontology knowledge standpoint to shed light on the aims of the operation of social
work services. As a premise to that, the validity of using such a social gerontology knowl-
edge standpoint was assessed. As a result, it was revealed that a social gerontology knowl-
edge standpoint could prove useful when employed in the operation of social work services.
In conclusion, this study suggests that the three dimensions perceived as standards of sub-
jective well-being in social gerontology would be useful when applied to the aims of the
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operation of social work services for the elderly.
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