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Current State and Issues Regarding Assistive Technology in Japan

—Consideration of Social Work and Systems——
Naoki Tachibana
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Abstract : In today’s Japan, the number of people using assistive technology is rising as
the number of senior citizens and persons with disabilities continues to increase year on
year. Assistive technology, which had originally played the role of supplementing physical
action in a portion of people with disabilities, has shown various types of spread thanks to
the public financial support system for assisting ADL and QOL. The assistive technology
market has rapidly expanded from 773.1 billion yen in 1993 to 1,260.8 billion yen in 2007,
and the role assistive technology must fulfill in society increases in importance every year.

However, in recent years there appears to be no end to accidents of which assistive tech-
nology is the cause, and it has become a serious challenge to ensure that social work with
respect to assistive technology and systems is carried out appropriately.

This paper clarifies the current state of, and problems concerning assistive technology,
and considers “social work” and “ideal way of system” for appropriate use of assistive tech-
nology.
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