KA brOh T TOREIZONT
TS e

Walt Whitman’s Catalogue
Akira Yamauchi

BEE U Ry PR VIEFDOELDFIZBNT, BEE DV REYWFOLE
Flae il Ahize WbWh [15 1027 (catalogue) | EFFIENL AR TH LD, TDLEH
YR E R EHADRSGH L0 OonTIiE, SFSFLERYD 5L, KigTlEZFH
L7zBEOBRELMNT AL LD, DT INF THRMSN T I 2o 72 2E)S
AEZATNEZHEBIZOVWTOLHIEL TWh, TOHBDZDIZ, x4 v < rD
=’ RFEEFIHLZYS, HYFEEEDO L)Y AALZO»EWEE L7720 RA
MR UMEOATHE [A5a 7| 120V T, FOHEBEZIZHLDON% LA
T BDODERFZDRENTH 5B,

Abstract : Many critics have noted Walt Whitman’s unique style, in which the poet lists up
so many things and objects and depicts them as they are. This style is called “catalogue,”
“list,” or “enumeration.” This thesis focuses on why this particular style is adopted in Whit-
man’s poems. After examining the past theories and opinions of this catalogue’s origin, the
relation between Whitman’s poems and natural history is also pointed out. The reason why
Whitman uses this technique is deeply analyzed with the use of his poetry and his note-

books.
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Sex contains all, bodies, souls,

Meanings, proofs, purities, delicacies, results,
promulgations,

Songs, commands, health, pride, the maternal
mystery, the seminal milk,

All hopes, benefactions, bestowals, all the pas-
sions, loves, beauties, delights of the earth

(Bardley 101)
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O America because you build for mankind I
build for you (Bardley 346)
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I heard that you ask’d for something to prove
this puzzle the New World,
And to define America, her athletic democracy,
Therefore I send you my poems that you behold
in them what you wanted. (Bardley 3)
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Sail forth — steer for the deep waters only,

Reckless O soul, exploring, I with thee, and
thou with me,

For we are bound where mariner has not yet
dared to go,

And we will risk the ship, ourselves and all.

O my brave soul!

O farther farther sail!

O daring joy, but safe! are they not all the seas
of God?

O farther, farther, farther sail! (Bardley 421)
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Comrade of Californians, comrade of free

North-Westerners, (loving their big propor-

tions,)

Comrade of raftsmen and coalmen, comrade of
all who shake hands and welcome to drink
and meat,

A learner with the simplest, a teacher of the
toughtfullest (Bardley 45)
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House-building, measuring, sawing the boards,
Blacksmithing, glass-blowing, nail-making, co-
opering, tin-roofing, shingle-dressing,
Ship-joining, dock-building, fish-curing, flag-
ging of sidewalks by flaggers.
(Bardley 216)
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Beginning my studies the first step pleas’d me
so much,

The mere fact consciousness, these forms, the
power of motion,

The least insect or animal, the senses, eyesight,
love,

The first step I say awed me and pleas’d me so
much,

I have hardly gone and hardly wish’d to go any
farther,

But stop and loiter all the time to sing it in ec-
static songs. (Bardely 9)
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Can your performance face the open and the
seaside?
Will it absorb into me as I absorb food, air, to
appear again in my strength, gait, face?
(Bardley 350)
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Once I pass’d through a populous city imprint-
ing my brain for future use with its
shows, architecture, customs, tradition
(Bardley 109)
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O I will make the new bardic list of trades and
tools! (Bardley 601)
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In a little house pictures I keep, many pictures
hanging suspended — It is not a fixed
house,

It is round — it is but a few inches from one side
of it to the other side,

But behold! it has room enough —in it, hundreds
and thousands, —all the varieties.

(Bardley 642)
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Head, neck, hair, ears, drop and tympan of the
years,
Eyes, eye-fringes, iris of the eye, eyebrows, and
the walking or sleeping of the lids,
Mouth, tongue, lips, teeth, roof of the mouth,
jaws, and the haw-hinges (Bardley 93)
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