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The Process of Preschooler peer Conflicts

Yuko Yamaguchi, Masaru Kagawa and Mitsue Tanimukai
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Abstract : This study observed the process of peer conflict in 2- to 5-year-old children (N
=42) in a day-care center, and examined the developmental changes in the cause, strategy,
and conclusion of conflicts (294 episodes). Observation of 2-year-olds showed that peer
conflict was caused by the ownership of a particular thing or place, and in children older
than three years of age, there was an increase in the number of cases in which conflicts oc-
curred due to some gap of images and some violation of rules of others. With regard to
strategy, it was noted that unpleasant utterances during conflicts decreased and frequencies
of language strategies increased in children after four years of age. As for the conclusion of
conflicts, teacher’s interventions decreased and chances of children resolving conflicts by
themselves increased in older children. These results indicate that 4- to 5-year-old children
are capable of using language to clearly express their thoughts and effectively communicate
with others, and children’s increase in interest of others through the development of inter-
personal relationship is the cause of conflicts among peers. The development of the conflict

process was influenced the development of speech function and interpersonal relationship.
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