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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to specifically understand the communication patterns, interpreting experi-
ences, and how they perceive their own identity of CODA (Children of Deaf Adults) in a concrete manner.
Interviews were conducted with 14 CODA individuals, and the data was analyzed using the KJ method. As a
result, it was discovered that the participants can be categorized into two groups: those who naturally ac-
quired sign language within their families (sign language native group) and those who did not acquire sign

language (sign language non-native group). Analysis conducted on these two groups revealed that the sign
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language native group potentially follows the reverse of Glickman and Carey’s (1993) model of identity de-

velopment in deaf individuals. It was also found that the sign language native group felt more familiarity

with the deaf community, while both groups expressed difficulties in fitting into the hearing community that

holds different communication methods and culture from deaf individuals. It is inferred that CODA individu-

als experience oscillation of identity between the deaf and hearing communities. It became evident that both

groups of CODA individuals need to formally learn sign language in order to effectively communicate with

their deaf parents.
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Interpreting experiences of children with normal hearing with hearing impaired parents (CODA: Children of Deaf Adults) from childhood and its impact on their sign language proficiency and identity ® O
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