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Actual Conditions during Ordinary Circumstances and the Necessity of
Social Work in Marginalized Villages in Areas with Declining Populations:
An Interview Survey in District A, Wakayama Prefecture

Yumiko Misaki, Michio Yasui, Akira Nishiuchi and Mayuko Koezumi
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Abstract: Regional development cooperation corps and community support worker programs are active in
creating regional strength and revitalizing rural areas. On the other hand, it is also essential to support “vil-
lage terminal care” in villages that are inevitably disappearing. “Village terminal care” is discussed as the
following process: decline in population and depopulation of villages, leading to an inability to maintaining
village life and functions that are reliant on villagers having autonomy and independence, which in turn re-
sults in the marginalization of village life and functions and finally the end of consensus-based village life.
This study focused on the process from the maintenance of the village to the marginalization of village life.
Through survey research, the study clarified the current situation in which the various powers of village resi-
dents, such as facing, accepting, and acting on village life until the end of their lives, and expressing their
identity as a village, are not fully utilized. Ultimately, the study sought to explore the nature of required so-
cial work. As a result, five categories were identified: (1) memories of the village in the past, (2) characteris-
tics of the villagers, (3) village problems, (4) village responses to problems, and (5) the future of the village.

From this, it was suggested that social work is necessary, including in the form of the following five support
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categories: (1) support for daily living inconveniences, (2) support for decision-making on what to maintain

and what to abandon as a village community, (3) empowerment for residents when their decisions are criti-

cized, (4) support for those who are concerned about “causing trouble,” and (5) support for new attempts and

migrants.
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