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The Poet’s Flower Garden:
Emily Dickinson’s Roses

Akemi Matsumoto
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Abstract: This paper examines the motif of roses in the poetry of Emily Dickinson, who enjoyed tending to
plants and flowers in her garden as well as birds and other small animals. As some of her poems reveal, she
was particularly enamored with roses. Roses are attractive flowers; they come in various hues and have a
sweet fragrant scent. Dickinson and several other English and American poets, such as Cristina Rossetti and
Ralph Waldo Emerson, were drawn to these features. Observing the local flora and fauna around was a rou-
tine of the utmost importance for Dickinson. Although nature is severe harsh, she accepted its order and
composed works almost daily. She used original metaphors and idioms during the summer when she was es-
pecially enthusiastic. In contrast, she endured numerous difficulties during the winter and longed for spring
to return to Amherst. She also preserved a herbarium specimen, which is crucial record for modern-day re-
searchers and readers. This observation reveals her gentle interest in flowers and serves as an inspiration to

people today. In conclusion, her love for roses will bloom perpetually through her poems.
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Nobody knows this little Rose—
It might be a pilgrim be

Did I not take it from the ways
And lift it up to thee.

Only a Bee will miss it—

Only a Butterfly,

Hastening from her journey—

On it’s breast to lie—
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Only a Bird will wonder—

Only a breeze will sigh—

Ah Little Rose-how easy

For such as thee to die! (F11B)%
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A sepal-petal-and a thorn

Opon a common summer’s morn—
A flask of Dew-A Bee or two—

A Breeze-a’caper in the trees—
And I’'m a Rose! (F25)
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Artists wrestled here!
Lo, a tint Cashmere!
Lo, a Rose!

Student of the Year!
For the Easel here
Say Repose! (F111)
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It will be Summer-eventually.
Ladies-with parasols—

Sauntering Gentleman-with Canes—
And little Girls-with Dolls—

Will tint the pallid landscape—
As ’twere a bright Boquet—
Tho’ drifted deep, in Parian—
The Village lies-today—

The Lilacs-bending many a year—
Will sway with purple load—
The Bees-will not despise the tune—

Their Forefathers-have hummed—

The Wild Rose-redden in the Bog—
The Aster-on the Hill
Her everlasting fashion-set—

And Covenant Gentians-frill—

Till Summer folds her miracle—
As Women-do-their Gown—

Or Priests-adjust the Symbols—
When Sacrament-is done- (F374)
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God made a little Gentian—
It tried-to be a Rose—
And failed-and all the Summer laughed—

But just before the Snows

There rose a Purple Creature—
That ravished all the Hill—

And Summer hid her Forehead—
And Mockery-was still—

The Frosts were her condition—
The Tyrian would not come
Until the North-invoke it—
Creator-Shall I-bloom? (F520)
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Winter is good-his Hoar Delights
Italic flavor yield—

To Intellects inebriate

With Summer, or the World—

Generic as a Quarry
And hearty-as a Rose—
Invited with asperity

But Welcome when he goes. (F1374)
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A little Snow was here and there
Disseminated in the Hair—

Since she and I had met and played
Decade had hastened to Decade—

But Time had added, not obtained
Impregnable the Rose
For summer too indelible—

Too obdurate-for Snows— (F1480)
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If I could bribe them by a Rose

I’d bring them every flower that grows
From Amherst to Cashmere!

I would not stop for night, or storm—
Or frost, or death, or anyone—

My business were so dear!

If they w’d linger for a Bird

My Tamborin were soonest heard
Among the April Woods!
Unwearied, all the summer long,
Only to break in wilder song
When Winter shook the boughs!

What if they hear me!

Who shall say

That such an importunity

May not at last avail?

That, weary of this Beggar’s face—
They may not finally say, Yes—
To drive her from the Hall? (F176)
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Essential Oils-are wrung—
The Attar from the Rose
Be not expressed by Suns-alone—

It is the gift of Screws—
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The General Rose-decay—
But this-in Lady’s Drawer
Make Summer-When the Lady lie
In Ceaseless Rosemary— (F772B)
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The Bird must sing to earn the Crumb
What merit have the Tune
No Breakfast if it guaranty

The Rose, content may bloom

To gain renown of Lady’s Drawer
But if the Lady come

But once a Century, the Rose
Superfluous become— (F928)
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