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An Interpretation of “Among School Childreh

——Concerning Images and Reveries—

Setsuko Nagata
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Abstract : In the poem,“Among School Childreri, composed by W. B. Yeats, he uses
Greek and Irish myth and legend to create deal world that is related to both mortality
and immortality. When Ireland became independent from Britain, he tries to find the true
identity of Irish people. In order to do so, he looks in depth into the reveries that are passed
on from the past and searches for the ideal images.
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| dream of a Ledaen body, bent

Above a sinking fire, a tale that she

Told of a harsh reproof, or trivial event
That changed some childish day to tragedy

Told, and it seemed that our two natures blent

Into a sphere from youthful sympathy,
Or else, to alter Plato’s parable,
Into the yolk and white of the one shell.
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And thinking of that fit of grief or rage
I look upon one child or t'other there
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And wonder if she stood so at that age
For even daughters of the swan can share
Something of every paddler’'s heritage
And had that colour upon cheek or hair,
And thereupon my heart is driven wild :
She stands before me as a living child.
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Because this country has a pious mind,

And so remembers that when all mankind

But trod the road, or splashed about the
shore,

Poseidon gave it bit and oar,

Every Colonus lad or lass discourses

Of that oar and of that bit ;

Summer and winter, day and night,

Of horses and horses of the sea, white horses.
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What youthful mother, a shape upon her lap
Honey of generation had betrayed,

And that must sleep, shriek, struggled to es-

cape

As recollection or the drug decide,
Would think her son, did she but see that
shape

With sixty or more winters on its head

A compensation for the pang of his birth,
Or the uncertainty of his setting forth?
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Both nuns and mothers worship images,

PAVERRAL LA A AC AR 115 (2007)

But those the candles light are not as those
That animate a mother’s reveries,

But keep a marble or a bronze repose.

And yet they too break hearts O Presaces
That passion, piety or affection knows,

And that all heavenly glory symbolize

O selfborn mockers of man'’s enterprise ;
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Labour is blossoming or dancing where
The body is not bruised to pleasure soul,
Nor beauty born out of its own despair,
Nor blear-eyed wisdom out of midnight oil.
O chesnut-tree, great-rooted blossomer,
Are you the leaf, the blossom or the bole?
O body swayed to music, O brightening
glance,

How can we know the dancer from the

dance?
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