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Investigation of glove use among dental hygienists
Noriko Ooka, Sakiko Hanatani and Takako Shibatani
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Abstruct : Dental hygienists routinely come in contact with saliva and blood in their work
and have a high risk of infection. The proper use of gloves is an important measure for pre-
venting infection in their practice. The present study investigated the actual condition of
glove use among dental hygienists in clinical settings, and examined the related problems.
The results showed that most of the subjects always wore gloves while at work, and the
mean duration of glove use was 7.5 hours. While approximately half of the subjects
changed their gloves for each patient, most of the other half changed their gloves only when
the glove became torn or dirty. The most common reason for not changing gloves for each
patient was cost, followed by time restriction and regulations in dental clinic. Although ap-
proximately 20% of the subjects checked for pinholes in gloves before wearing them, the
majority of subjects did not. The present study suggested the necessity of re—educating den-
tal hygienists in appropriate glove use, especially regarding frequency of glove changes and
checking for pinholes.
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