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The Services and Supports for Persons with Disabilities Act
Akiyo Terada

Abstract : This paper deals with the Japanese government policy toward people with dis-
abilities. The policy has shifted the emphasis from protection to a work focus. The Services
and Supports for Persons with Disabilities Act, enacted in December 2005, has caused this
shift in emphasis. It has changed the assessment system to be based mainly on ADL evalu-
ation, similar to the Long-term Care Insurance Law for the elderly. The former monetary
support system for the disabled used to be based on user’s needs and their preferences, the
new act would ignore them and restrict the government’s support to only physical care and
job training. Also, the new act would burden the disabled with 10% consumer payment to
support the system financially as a contributing member of society, pursuing “fair benefits
and burdens”. Even though it was decided that the municipalities would have responsibility
to offer social services in promoting social inclusion, they would not be able to afford to do
so if the national government held the power to control benefits. It should be the govern-
ment’s responsibility to ensure people’s right to live in the community.
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