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W. B. Yeats’s Intention of Quoting Sophocles’ “Oedipus at Colonus”
in “A Man Young and Old”
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Abstract : After Ireland’s independence from England, civil war continued in Ireland. Be-
ing in such a situation, W. B. Yeats was interested in Sophocles’ “Oedipus at Colonus.” He
wrote a poem by quoting a part of its dramatic chorus. He added the poem, “From ‘Oedipus
at Colonus,”” at the end of “A Man Young and Old.” In this thesis, the reason why he
added “From ‘Oedipus at Colonus’” at the end of “A Man Young and Old” is analyzed
from the point of view of the difference between Sophocles’ “Oedipus at Colonus” and
Yeats’s “From ‘Oedipus at Colonus.””
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Vil
The Friends of his Youth
Laughter not time destroyed my voice
And put that crack in it,
And when the moon’s pot-bellied
I get a laughing fit,
For that old Madge comes down the lane,
A stone upon her breast,
And a cloak wrapped about the stone,
And she can get no rest
With singing hush and hush-a-bye ;
She that has been wild
And barren as a breaking wave
Thinks that the stone’s a child.
(p. 252)
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His Wildness
O bid me mount and sail up there
Amid the cloudy wrack,
For Peg and Meg and Paris’ love
That had so straight a back,
Are gone away, and some that stay

Have changed their silk for sack.

Were I but there and none to hear

I"d have a peacock cry,

For that is natural to a man

That lives in memory,

Being all alone I'd nurse a stone

And sing it lullaby. (p. 254)
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The Cold Heaven

SUDDENLY I saw the cold and rock-
delighting heaven

That seemed as though ice burned and was
but the more ice.

And thereupon imagination and heart were
driven

So wild that every casual thought of that and
this

Vanished, and left but memories, that should
be out of season

With the hot blood of youth, of love crossed
long ago ;

And I took all the blame out of all sense and
reason,

Until I cried and trembled and rocked to and
fro,

Riddled with light. . . . (p. 140)
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X1
From ‘Oedipus at Colonus’
Endure what life God gives and ask no longer
span ;
Cease to remember the delights of youth,
travel-wearied aged man ;
Delight becomes death-longing if all longing

else be vain.
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Even from that delight memory treasures so,

Death, despair, division of families, all entan-
glements of mankind grow,

As that old wandering beggar and these God-

hated children know.

In the long echoing street the laughing danc-
ers throng,

The bride is carried to the bridegroom’s
chamber through torchlight and tumultuous
song ;

I celebrate the silent kiss that ends short life

or long.

Never to have lived is best, ancient writers
say ;

Never to have drawn the breath of life, never
to have looked into the eye of day :

The second best’s a gay goodnight and

quickly turn away. (p. 255)
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