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Does amount of “laughter of pleasure” increase
by the presence of other persons?

—An electromyographic study——
Yoshihiro Tatsumoto and Akira Shimizu
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Abstract : The amount of “laughter of pleasure” as response to comic film was measured
with electromyogram of major zygomatic muscle.

The amount was compared between the two situations,when a subject watched a comic
film alone and when she watched the same film at the presence of her three friends. Also,
the pleasantness of the film was assessed with Visual Analogue Scale.

It was concluded that amount of “laughter of pleasure” as well as subjective pleasantness

increased with the presence of other persons.
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