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Abstract : The Japanese Sign Language is a natural language which is independent of the
Japanese language. The difference of the two languages often confuses the deaf to master
the Japanese language. In this article the structural comparison of the two natural languages
was discussed. A unit of Sign preserves a real presentational aspect hence it sometimes cor-
responds to a Japanese collocation which has a type of “noun-particle+verb” or a type of
“noun+ particle +adjective”. Consequently, there exists a dichotomy of the particle. One is
a kind of particle contained in the representations of Sign, and the other, a kind of particle
not contained in them. This dichotomy can be extended to the case of functional words. We

have observed the facts that the mistakes of the usage of the functional words concentrate to
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those not contained in the Sign representations.
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We have also compared the two languages with some points of view, i.e., the usages of

the functional words, the word order, etc. We have examined a case example of the deaf,

whose Japanese usages are strongly affected by those of Japanese Sign Language.
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