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Abstract

In order for elderly persons requiring care to live with dignity in the community, the authors believe
it is crucial to ensure occupational justice. The purpose of this research was to ascertain the status of
occupational justice for persons requiring care, and this was done by investigating the living situations of
persons receiving in-home care services, and their actual conditions of and need for social participation.
The aim was to find the best approach for supporting persons requiring care. The subjects were 178
persons receiving in-home care services in Kitanakagusuku Village, Okinawa, and they were compared
against a control group (75 participants in primary and secondary preventive projects). The survey items
were: basic personal attributes, problems, hopes for community activities, and work activities (main

current activities, activities which give life purpose, activities the subject wants to try in the future).
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Based on this research, it is conjectured that persons receiving in-home care services are susceptible to

occupational injustice, and there is a risk of depression resulting from the vicious cycle whereby they

are alienated from and deprived of work activities. In addition, it was found that, in order for persons

requiring care to have something which gives their life purpose, there is a need, as a precondition, for

them to have a sense that they are currently engaged in some activity. The study points out that, to support

elderly persons requiring care, it is crucial to create systems and environments which are responsive to

the specific, individual needs of the care users, and reflect their cultural background, tastes due to gender-

related differences, and respective sense of values.
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