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A Sense of Loss in Emily Dickinson’s Poetry

Akemi Matsumoto
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Abstract : This paper aims to examine Emily Dickinson’s sense of loss, which appears in a
number of her works. Dickinson’s life, as a poet, is still wrapped in a veil of mystery and
hidden from us. However, we can find the word “loss” in her poems and letters, which is a
significant key to elucidating her entire life. It is difficult to understand her definition of
“loss” because some of her poems that include this word convey ambiguous expressions or
meanings. Similarly, such poems have a relatively compact style in which Dickinson em-
ploys carefully selected poetic words. Namely, readers must understand what is expressed
“between the lines” in succinct words or phrases. This paper will focus on Dickinson’s po-
ems that deal with the theme of “loss,” offer a close reading of them, and then demonstrate
the essence of her sense of “loss.”
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I lost a World—the other day!
Has Anybody found?

PAVUREHE AL AL RS 1675 (2012)

You’ll know it by the Row of Stars
Around it’s forehead bound!

A Rich man—might not notice it—
Yet—to my frugal Eye,

Of more Esteem than Ducats—

Oh find it—Sir—for me! (Fr 209)V
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I never lost as much but twice—
And that was in the sod.

Twice have I stood a beggar
Before the door of God!

Angels—twice descending
Reimbursed my store—

Burglar! Banker—Father!
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I am poor once more! (Fr 39)
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Except the Heaven had come so near—
So seemed to choose My Door—
The Distance would not haunt me so—

I had not hoped—before—

But just to hear the Grace depart—

I never thought to see—

Afflicts me with a Double loss—
*Tis lost—And lost to me— (Fr 702)
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A loss of something ever felt [—
The first that I could recollect
Bereft I was—of what I knew not

Too young that any should suspect

A Mourner walked among the children
I notwithstanding went about
As one bemoaning a Dominion
Itself the only Prince cast out—
(Fr 1072, stanzas 1-2)
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Elder, Today, A session wiser,
And fainter, too, as Wiseness is
I find Myself still softly searching

For my Delinquent Palaces—

And a Suspicion, like a Finger
Touches my Forehead now and then
That I am looking oppositely
For the Site of the Kingdom of Heaven—
(Fr 1072, stanzas 3-4)
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A loss or so—
To bend the eye
Best Beauty’s way—

But—once aslant
It notes Delight
As difficult

As Stalactite—

A Common Bliss
Were had for less—
The price—is

Even as the Grace—

Our Lord—thought no
Extravagance
To pay—a Cross— (Fr 538)
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Finding is the first Act
The second, loss,

Third, Expedition for the “Golden Fleece”

Fourth, no Discovery—



Fifth, no Crew—
Finally, no Golden Fleece—
Jason, sham, too— (Fr 910)
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Best Gains—must have the Losses’ test—
To constitute them—Gains. (Fr 499)
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Of so divine a Loss
We enter but the Gain,
Indemnity for Loneliness

That such a Bliss has been. (Fr 1202)
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I held a Jewel in my fingers—

And went to sleep—

The day was warm, and winds were prosy—
I said “Twill keep” —

I woke—and chid my honest fingers,
The Gem was gone—

And now, an Amethyst remembrance
Is all T own— (Fr 261)
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