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Survey Research on Living Awareness among Residents

in Facilities Operated on a Unit Basis Versus Conventional Facilities

—Factors Impacting the Structure of Living Awareness

among Residents of Special Nursing Homes
Naomi Mibu
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Abstract : A major shift has taken place away from multi-bed rooms to private rooms and
care provided based on administrative units. This research clarified the structure of living
awareness among residents of special nursing homes and analyzed the factors affecting the
awareness of the two types of residents and their dissimilarities. As a result, it was discov-
ered that this awareness could be broken down into four component factors, awareness re-
lated to “living support,” “living motivation,” ‘relationships with other people,” and “health
awareness . In regard to “living motivation,” significantly higher scores were indicated for
conventional facilities than for unit-based facilities. Residents saw the unit-based facilities as
living units, and it is likely that the subscale for “living motivation” was of a lower order for
unit-based facilities than for conventional facilities because the emphasis was on living at
the relaxed pace of the residents at the unit-based facilities. Results also suggested that “the
quality of living support” influenced the residents’ awareness.
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