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Communication Support System with the PIC Symbols
for the Mental-Retarded People

Wataru Takahasi and Eiji Y anagiuchi

B ANEERSCHPEROPIIETHENOBEE 2 1T E A LR S WTHS LITL
ERPTFONE, 2OL) ZREOHE, XTFLIVIEIPAC Y YRLY (E7 7T 4
RATFAFTTL) REDOERR TNV EBFRVBED LR LD 5,

COHELTIEPICY YRV EH VI I 2= a VHEV AT AIOWTH
HEND, PIC YV v RV ERBEMICERT A 720 IC3BEREE /27—y X=X
PLERTRTH D, FAII M ZEORBEROBEMEICLDY PIC Y YA LVDR
WEL 2 ER L7, MY % PIC Y Y RV 2 ET A8, MEEEOSEY
BT A SHEEGOMHGR ISR, FEHoME T I —FER LR E WS
ZElzl7,

Abstract : We have frequently seen the case when some mentally-retarded children or
autistic children do not show interest in the words. It is easy to declare their will with the
symbolic codes such as the PIC symbols rather than with the words for such children. The
PIC symbols consist of the pictograms and the ideograms. A pictogram is a representational
symbol and a ideogram is a nonrepresentational symbol.

A communication support system with the PIC symbols is discussed in this article. In
order to display the symbols systematically, it is rational to adopt the database system such
as M language which contains the data with tree structure. We adopt a systematical array
method modeled after a sorting method of conceptual categories at the two term stage of
linguistic acquirement. The conceptual categories were regarded in our linguistics with per-
ceptive collocations.
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