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Abstract

In recent times, the circumstances surrounding medical care in Japan have changed greatly, and the
following three concepts are now regarded as important themes; “shortening the length of hospital stay”,
“attaching greater importance to functioning status”, and “cooperation”. In addition to these, with the call for
earlier discharge from hospitals which accompanies the advancing development of medical technologies, it
is necessary to offer patients specialized medical care in each community corresponding to the acute stage,
the convalescence stage, and the maintenance stage including home medical treatment.

Each medical institution should provide information about available hospitals services in each
community, and institutions operating at different stages should cooperate with each other more closely.
This will result in patients and their families being able to make the most of medical care and welfare

resources with the minimum of difficulty. In the future, to build cooperation between the services provided
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by medical institutions and an easy-to-use system of operation, each of which considers the varying

circumstances of various communities, the skills of medical social workers, as well as the knowledge and

techniques employed in social work, have become important.
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The importance of the medical social worker — Thinking about the present conditions and issues of the healthcare system in Japan —
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